Third International Congress of Human Genetics, 1307 East 60th Street, Chicago, Illinois 60637, at the price of three dollars.
The wide scope of the symposia is shown by their titles. There were two on clinical genetics and one each on cytogenetics, biochemical genetics, immunogenetics, population genetics, human evolution and computer methods. It would be invidious to select a few papers for special mention, but the general standard is high and the volume is a most useful and up-to-date review of recent progress in many diverse fields. It can be thoroughly recommended.
J A FRASER ROBERTS
A System of Orthopaedics and Fractures by A Graham Apley MB BS FRCS 3rd ed pp x+534+23 illustrated £6 6s London: Butterworths 1968 The third edition of Graham Apley's 'A System of Orthopxdics and Fractures' certainly lives up to the high reputation of the two previous editions. It covers the whole field of orthopadics and fractures in a most clear and succinct manner.
The classical approach to the problem of considering aetiology, pathology, symptoms and signs is maintained throughout, and for the latter the grouping into 'look, feel and move' should teach the student to standardize his examination and thereby miss little. X-rays, differential diagnosis, treatment and complications are all described briefly and to the point.
The very readable print is accompanied by most excellent illustrations and diagrams which are beautifully arranged and in themselves give a wealth of information.
It is to be hoped that the chapter on the management of major accidents and the organization of accident units will be applied more practically rather than just theoretically throughout the country.
This book provides a feast of information and understanding of orthopvdic diseases and injuries and should be of immense value to undergraduate and postgraduate students. Evolutional and comparative studies on structure and ultrastructure are when possible related to function in a wide range of vertebrates. Despite species differences there is overall a useful correlation of data. It is interesting that fish have a 3 % pitch discrimination ability, that birds have almost as good a frequency sensitivity and better temporal analysis of sound than mammals, and that rodents, in particular bats, use ultrasonic frequencies; but to a clinician the information about mammals seems of greater importance.
The distribution and intimate connexions of the afferent and efferent fibres within the peripheral analyser, the phase locking of nervous impulses to the cadence of the stimulus, and the recoding of impulses within the nuclei of the auditory pathway leads to speculation. The afferent auditory pathway is analysed in respect of spatial and temporal localization of sound, and the centrifugal fibres seem to have an inhibitory or facilitatory function which may increase the discriminative ability of Corti's organ. The cortex is primarily concerned with sound patterns and is important for spatial and temporal localization; it is not tonotopically organized. This This international publication has been edited by Dr Luger of Vienna. The first article by Guthe and Ids0e is an assessment of trends of antibiotic therapy in syphilis. They point out that the failure to control syphilis is not due to any limitations of the antibiotic treatment now available, but to human ecological factors and the shortcomings of epidemiological case-finding methods. Capinski and his co-workers compare the results of treating 309 hospitalized early syphilis patients with penicillin, chloramphenicol or erythromycin. They conclude that the two latter exert a satisfactory effect when needed in cases of penicillin allergy; this is followed by a short article by Perdrup on the prevention and treatment of late syphilis with penicillin and, if necessary, other antibiotics. The last article on the treatment of syphilis is by Luger, who deals with antibiotics other than penicillin in very considerable detail. He emphasizes that penicillin remains the drug of choice. The cephalosporins should be used with care, as there may occasionally be cross-sensitivity with penicillin; but chloramphenicol and tetracycline are effective.
Willcox contributes an article on the treatment of gonorrhoea in the male. The emergence of varying degrees of resistance by strains to penicillin, streptomycin and tetracycline is discussed; and two other effective antibiotics, kanamycin and spectinomycin, are mentioned.
Durel and his colleagues review the treatment of trichomoniasis with metronidazole in 73 men and 147 women, with excellent results. Meyer-Rohn discusses the causes and treatment of nonspecific urethritis in the male, under the headings bacterial, traumatic, allergic, association with local diseases, association with general diseases, psychogenic. The final article by Guthe and Ids0e is on penicillin reactions. While this book is not entirely comprehensive (it omits the treatment of gonorrheea in women), it is ofthe highest standard, with detailed references, and each article is written by an expert in his subject. It should be of the greatest value to venereologists in Britain and to those dermatologists outside the UK who now tend to specialize in venereology. Lloyd has the art of supplying information with brevity and style. He has divided his book into three main parts, an introduction, a survey of medical and scientific discovery in the past century and a half, and a review of health organization. He also adds an epilogue. Of these the brief introduction is clearly the biggest challenge for combining the necessity of brevity with accuracy, but the difficulties are on the whole skated over successfully. The second part constitutes a lucid survey of medical progress, made all the more pleasant by the writer's evident sympathy and understanding for the underlying motives and goals. Many well known stories, such as those of anesthetics and the 'germ theory', are told with a freshness and insight which brings into healthy perspective many of the assumptions made so glibly by otherwise well informed people today. A similarly attractive account is given of the reform of the hospitals and the rise of public health services; by tracing them from their origins these are shown to be not only great but intelligible achievements. The story of medicine is not only brought up to date but the author permits himself a tentative glance into the future. Here, the importance of preventive medicine is stressed, and it is lamented that 'people continue to fall sick and die', apparently ignoring the fact that the only event we are sure of when we are born is that we are going to die; thus the only real prevention of death is the prevention of life, a point that Dr Lloyd in fact makes when dealing with the history of 'the pill'.
Nevertheless, the emphasis on the prevention of disease, and on automation in its diagnosis and treatment, provides a fitting end to this well-told story, which successfully joins together those elusive partners, education and enjoyment. It will be a success if those who need it read it.
KENNETH D KEELE
Child Health in the Tropics edited by D B Jelliffe MD FRCP FAPHA DCH DTM&H 3rd ed pp 165 12s 6d London: Edward Arnold 1968 This is one of the mini-books that has proved most useful and, in addition to several reprints, is now in its third edition since 1962. It attempts to simplify where simplification is much needed. It can only be used as a sort .of aide-memoire because its brevity is almost dangerous. For example, in the sections on diarrhexal diseases of early childhood, the only references to diet are to withholding of food for a short time, to be followed by diluted and later full strength milk. For medication chloramphenicol, chlorprornazine and procaine penicillin are mentioned. These sections are quite inadequate. The diarrhceal diseases are responsible for the majority of cases of 'failure to thrive' and so for a large proportion of the mortality associated with infectious diseases. However brief the textbook, diet and drugs should be considered in more detairthan this.
The sections on organization are good, but omit any reference to home visiting and domiciliary services.
The defects of the book may be due to limitations of space, but it is most useful as a basis for teaching and training of staff, particularly in Africa. CICELY September, 1965. All aspects of the disease are exhaustively examined. A detailed consideration ofnatural and experimental tumour pathology is followed by
